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Fruit and vegetable residues,
spoilt foodstuffs, leftovers,
withered cut flowers, coffee
grinds, tea-leaves, egg shells,
garden waste, grass
cuttings, dead leaves

Old newspapers, magazines,
catalogues, office paper,
packing paper, cardboard, card

Plastic (Containers, Plastic
bottles, watering cans, flower
pots, plastic bowls, toys, foils),
metals (Tins, Cans, Aluminium
foils, cutlery, screws), composite
materials (medicine blisters,
beverage containers)
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Waste containing materials that
have not been separated, non-
recyclable, organic matter,
compound, textile, wood,
mineral material, others. Also
called Mixed Waste.

Blue
wheeled bins

Brown
wheeled bins

Organic
Waste

Recyclabl
e Waste

Residual
Waste

Electronic 
Waste

Recyclabl
e Waste

Residual
Waste

Waste Management
System BSR

Green
wheelie Bins

Yellow wheele
d bins & sacks

Grey
Wheeled bins

Trees & bushes, vehicle tyre
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surface, dead leaves, snow,
grit spread.
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The city’s waste management utility 
BSR (Berliner 
Stadtreinigungsbetriebe) is one of 
the largest waste management 
companies in Europe and it is 
responsible for dealing with the 
waste accumulated for disposal in 
Berlin. All households in the city are  
obliged to use its services.

Approximately 80% of Berlin’s 
municipal waste comes from 
households, and the remaining 20% 
from the commercial sector 
(including road sweepings).

Berlin’s waste management strategy 
had already led to a considerably 
reduction in greenhouse gas 
emissions, totalling some 900,000 
tonnes CO2 equivalent. This 
corresponds to some 25% of the 
reductions in greenhouse gases 
targeted by Land Berlin from 2010 to 
2020.

More than 80% of refrigerants which 
contribute to ozone depletion or act as 
greenhouse gases are recovered by the 
Berlin refrigerator disassembly plants.

BSR will operate as many as 150 natural 
gas vehicles by the biogas recovered. 
Recycling and energy recovery method 
instead of composting has hugely 
reduced emission of greenhouse gases.

Recyclable material
sorting plant

Mechanical
treatment plants

Sorting &
shredding

Large part of
the
treated waste is
used as Refuse
Derived Fuel
(RDF).

BSR will be carrying out regular audits of 
material flows and environmental and 
climate impacts for the most relevant 
types of waste in Land Berlin which will 
provide the basis for the higher-quality 
handling of waste material flows.

The MPS treatment procedure is
capable of providing material and waste-
to-energy recovery for 95% of the treated 
waste. Only 5% of the waste finally 
remains to be disposed of.
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